Ratan Tata & Cyrus Mistry unveil Foundation Stone of £150 million National
Automotive Innovation Centre
Mumbai, March 18, 2015: On Tuesday 17th March, Mr Ratan N. Tata (Chairman Emeritus of Tata Sons),
Mr. Cyrus P. Mistry (Chairman of Tata Sons) met with Professor Lord Kumar Bhattacharyya the Chairman
and Founder of WMG at the University of Warwick and unveiled the foundation stone of the new £150
million National Automotive Innovation Centre on the campus of the University of Warwick.
The National Automotive Innovation Centre will be the largest automotive research centre of its kind in
Europe. It is funded by Jaguar Land Rover, Tata Motors, The University of Warwick and the
Government's Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE). The 33,000m2 complex will
provide space for 1,000 engineers, designers and academics to work together, from apprentices to senior
managers. Teaching facilities will support the education of tomorrow’s engineers with the Centre being
open to students from the WMG Academies for Young Engineers to work on real world applications.
The high tech research facilities will include a design and simulation space creating innovative automotive
solutions, an Advanced Propulsion Research Laboratory which will address the national requirement to
position the UK as the leading innovator in advanced propulsion systems; the world’s most adaptable
and advanced fully immersive drive-in car simulator. There will be close working on collaborative
research projects with the research councils and the department of Business Innovation and Skills.
Jaguar Land Rover and Tata Motors will also use the NAIC to take forward autonomous vehicles research
through a £19m Autodrive UK project.
The National Automotive Innovation Centre will provide a national focus and critical mass of research
capability combining expertise nationally, internationally from industry, universities, SMEs and the
automotive supply chain. Helping to deliver breakthrough technologies in areas such as carbon reduction,
smart and connected vehicles, and advanced propulsion systems including internal combustion engines,
hybrid and electric systems.
The Chairman of Tata Sons, Mr. Cyrus P. Mistry, said, “This unique resource will provide state-of-the-art
engineering and technology labs that will greatly enhance the ability of academia and industry to work
side by side on leading edge research to deliver exciting new innovative products and meet the widely
held ambition to deliver automotive technology and products that will be smarter, lighter, and greener.
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The Tata group shares these objectives to achieve greater sustainability, and is delighted to support their
realisation.”
Professor Lord Kumar Bhattacharyya, Chairman of WMG said, ”The automotive industry in the UK has
seen a recent resurgence, but for the UK to remain internationally competitive we must create urgently a
critical mass in research excellence. Our vision is to create the National Automotive Innovation Centre
where we link people, research and world-leading infrastructure to create and develop novel
technologies. NAIC will be an ‘engine’ for economic growth, with wide economic benefit, and sustained
growth from the creation of world-leading technologies. It will enable academic and industry teams to
work together in state of the art buildings, with tailored equipment and digital solutions to create and
integrate breakthrough technologies with a whole system approach crossing multiple disciplines.”
Dr Ralf Speth, Jaguar Land Rover’s Chief Executive Officer, aslo attended the event and said, “The
National Automotive Innovation Centre will serve as a generator of new skills and new thinking, providing
a perfect, collaborative environment in which to learn, research and develop the designs and
technologies that will shape the vehicles and personal mobility solutions of the future.
“As well as helping Jaguar Land Rover create key technologies that will deliver new experiences for our
customers; smarter, safer and more connected cars and a low-carbon future, the centre will deliver wider
benefits to the UK automotive industry. The NAIC will have a significant role inspiring the engineers of
tomorrow and will help develop the skills we need the UK to nurture and develop to ensure we remain
globally competitive.”
-

Ends –

Note to Editors:
High resolution pictures of NAIC can be found at:
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/communications/medialibrary/images/march2015/naic-apr14-1024.jpg
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/communications/medialibrary/images/march2015/naic-inside-apr14-1024.jpg
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/communications/medialibrary/images/march2015/naic-design-apr14-1024.jpg
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/communications/medialibrary/images/march2015/naic-rightside-apr141024.jpg
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/communications/medialibrary/images/march2015/naic-night-apr14-1024.jpg
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Video flythrough of NAIC:
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/communications/medialibrary/images/march2015/slide_12_3d_naic_flythroug
h.mp4

About Tata Motors
Tata Motors Limited is India’s largest automobile company, with consolidated revenues of INR 2,32,834 crores
(USD 38.9 billion) in 2013-14. Through subsidiaries and associate companies, Tata Motors has operations in the
UK, South Korea, Thailand, South Africa and Indonesia. Among them is Jaguar Land Rover, the business
comprising the two iconic British brands. It also has an industrial joint venture with Fiat in India. With over 8 million
Tata vehicles plying in India, Tata Motors is the country’s market leader in commercial vehicles and among the top
in passenger vehicles. Tata cars, buses and trucks are being marketed in several countries in Europe, Africa, the
Middle East, South Asia, South East Asia, South America, CIS and Russia.

(www.tatamotors.com ; also follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/TataMotors)
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